
NOAA Fisheries Economics & 
Sociocultural Program:  

Data & Data Management Needs



How NOAA Fisheries

Economists Saved Civilization

Again.

But this time with help from FIS.

E E

Economics 
Rules!



Our story begins back in the early days 
of the new millenium….A dark time, 
when the world was divided into two 
groups…..

Data Users (the light side)

IT

TO DATA USERS)

(the dark side,who had yet to embrace 
the prime directive   – DO NO HARM



(IT view of)
Data Users

Data 
Manager

IT Staff



The Data User continued to dream of the day 
he could cast off his ball & chain of cleaning 
and manipulating data and achieve his true 
self as a

RESEARCHER.

And then, miraculously, FIS emerged out 
of this darkness…..



And so was born

AND
Logbook Economic Data 
Collection & Validation













Value of Catch by Species
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Data Management
FY04 - $22K 

(FIS Funds)
FY04 - $13K

(Econ funds)
FY07 - $15K

(Econ funds)

Economic Data 
FY01–FY07: Trip Data:    $650K
FY04-FY05: Fixed Cost 

Sampling Scheme:   $125K 
FY06-FY07: Fixed Cost   $  65K 

Data (Permit Add-on) 
FY07: Cost Profiles: $  30K

20:1 Data: Data Management Investment Ratio 
that resulted in tremendous FTE time savings

What did it cost in the NE?

Why did it make sense?



Data Management
FY04 - $40K 

(FIS Funds)
FY05 - $111K

(Econ funds)

Economic Data 
FY01–FY07: Logbook Add-ons

Trip & Annual Data:    $324K

2:1 Data: Data Management Investment Ratio
“Cheap” data collection vehicle but far more 
prone to errors than observer-collected data –
need these checks for IQA reasons

What did it cost in the SE?

Why did it make sense?



How is this important to the NMFS 
Economics Program

• PI & SW have economic add-ons to their 
observer programs

• NW: series of economic surveys that have 
been standardized across fleets

• Gulf Shrimp surveys: (upcoming) offshore 
and inshore surveys have been 
standardized



And so ends the era of strictly “Data 
Users,” who were burdened by
generations of feeling

inadequate

and 
manipulated.

And the age of the “Researcher,”
who is empowered

and confident,

HA!

was born.

E

E

Umm..
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